
From: Dave Hammond <davehammond@gmail.com> 

Sent: Wednesday, March 13, 2019 2:00 PM 

To: Wanda Parrish 

Cc: Paul D. Trampe; Gary Skinner; David Ross; Thomas G. Benton; Timothy 

J. McLaughlin; Chris Yakabouski; Kevin Marshall; Aimee Mann; 

Concerned Citizens 

Subject: Article on Water Leaching Cadmium from Solar Panels 

 

Wanda -  Please forward this article to Dewberry (Evan Hill), since I don't have his email 

address. 

 

Study warns of environmental risks from solar modules, Daniel Wetzel, De Welt, 
13May2018 - contrary to earlier studies, water can wash contaminants out of solar 
panels in months.     
 

This article is a summary of a study conducted by the European Union.  It states: 

"The researchers had investigated whether the pollutants used in the four main photovoltaic 

technologies are water-soluble. Contrary to previous assumptions, the result shows that 

pollutants such as lead or carcinogenic cadmium can be almost completely washed out of the 

fragments of solar modules over a period of several months, for example by rainwater. " 

 

As I stated last night, I am not concerned about whole Cadmium-Telluride solar panels sitting in 

a field - "in normal use".  However, I am very concerned when the panels are damaged and 

exposed to water for weeks or months. 

 

Please let me know if you have any questions. 

Dave Hammond 

11416 Seymour Lane 

Spotsylvania, VA 
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