
Spotsylvania County 
Comprehensive Plan

Transportation Element (Chapter 3, 3A)

Planning Commission Work Session

August 7, 2019



Transportation Element Update

• Drafted in collaboration with County Transportation staff, prior work session input from 
Planning Commission, Board of Supervisors;

• Transportation Element Presented to Transportation Committee June 12, 2019;

• Drafted for consistency with Code of Virginia Sect. 15.2-2223 and Sect. 15.2-2232;

• Existing facilities and services information updated and shows progress since 2013 
adoption, 2016 update;

• Planning period through 2040 considering existing levels of service and forecasted level 
of service;

• Transportation Plan Chapter 3 includes: Thoroughfare Plan; Functional Classifications; 
Summary of Transportation Alternatives in local context; Transportation Goals and 
Strategies; 

• Expands access to additional information from a variety of resources via hyperlink;







Transportation Alternatives

• Enhanced and expanded looks at transportation alternatives including rail, air, 
bicycle and pedestrian accommodations, commuter lots, etc.;

• Transportation systems related Economic development considerations to lend 
insights into Future Land Use designations;



Trailways Master Plan

• Sub-Chapter 3A embeds the Trailways Master Plan (a Transportation Alternative) within the 
Transportation Element;

• Hybrid road based and off-road greenway plan;

• Chapter 3A removes need for a standalone Trailways Plan, centralizes County plans into one 
document that is reviewed and updated on a five year cycle to stay timely;

• Concept supported by the Planning Commission on November 7, 2018;

• Plan generally consistent with 2011 version but looks to pair planned greenways with planned 
road improvement projects;

• Road corridor based bike/ped updated to consider draft Thoroughfare Plan road improvements;

• Chapter 3A complements Transportation Alternatives requirements from Code of Virginia as well 
and is meant to address level of service standards outlined in the Public Facilities Element for 
Parks and Recreation;

• Transportation Alternatives such as bike/ped improvements paired with road improvement 
projects result in better project scoring for competitive funding requests





Goals and Strategies

• Maintains existing goals and strategies established in the 2013 Comprehensive 
Plan with assistance of the Comprehensive Plan Advisory Group;

• Proposed additions include: safety strategy concerning narrow one lane roads 
without passing ability; considerations for rail as an economic development 
opportunity; identification of priority transportation projects based on scoring to 
strategically focus efforts to improve the transportation network in the County. 



Next Steps

• Finalize Thoroughfare Plan forecasting and levels of service through 2040;

• Consistent with the Code of Virginia the draft Plan must be routed to the Virginia 
Department of Transportation for review and comment;


