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The Dust Bowl Origins of 
Soil & Water Conservation Districts

Tri-County/City SWCD was formed in 1944.



Tri-County/City Soil & Water 
Conservation District

Governed by 10-member Board of Directors
• 8 Publicly Elected Directors

– 2 from Fredericksburg
– 2 from King George
– 2 from Spotsylvania Ms. Jan Massey, Mr. Wayne Miller 
– 2 from Stafford

• 2 State-Appointed Directors
– 1 At-Large Mr. Ray Simms
– 1 Virginia Cooperative Extension

Small (but dedicated!) 4-person staff
• District Manager
• Agricultural Conservation Specialist
• Education Coordinator
• Administrative Professional
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Cover crops prevent winter erosion.

Fencing livestock away from streams 
protects streambanks from erosion & 
keeps the water free of animal waste.

Fertilizer plans avoid waste & pollution.
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Community Conservation



http://www.virginiamasternaturalist.org/uploads/2/1/8/6/21860850/5306903_orig.jpg
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K-12  
SOL-Correlated 

Activities



Maps & posters

Teacher lesson plans

Science equipment

The Enviroscape Model 
shows watershed pollution pathways.

Books for all ages

Conservation Summer Camp Scholarships

Conservation Poster Contest

College Scholarships

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiQgoiA8vDNAhVD4iYKHR6fAJ4QjRwIBw&url=http://www.dep.wv.gov/WWE/getinvolved/WET/Pages/WET_WOW.aspx&bvm=bv.126993452,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNGhfpax9KiMb0ZvzLlCO-Ci8aohDA&ust=1468514722321840


Community Outreach 
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Thank you, 
Spotsylvania County.

OUR VALUED PARTNER IN CONSERVATION 
SINCE 1944

Agricultural Conservation  Community Conservation  Education & Outreach  Leadership, Engagement & Partnership
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Contact:
Marta Perry, District Manager / (540) 656-2401 / marta.perry@tccswcd.org

Agricultural Conservation  Community Conservation  Education & Outreach  Leadership, Engagement & Partnership

PHOTO CREDITS ( for non-TCCSWCD or non-public domain images)

ORIGINS
 Dustbowl: http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/films/dustbowl/
 FDR & farmer: https://www.history.com/topics/dust-bowl/videos/fdrs-fireside-chat-on-

the-drought-and-the-dust-bowl
 Men reviewing field: http://www.fauquiernow.com/images/uploads/news/JMSWCD_50_Airlie_site.jpg
 Put your District on the map: https://i2.wp.com/conservationdistrict.org/wp-

content/uploads/Put_your_CD_on_map-NRCS.jpg
AGRICULTURAL CONSERVATION
 Field runoff: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/3b/Sediment_runoff_

NRCS_2016a.jpg
 Cows in stream: https://knoxcounty.org/epw/images/soil/stream_access_before.jpg
 Dead fish: Jennifer Graham, USGS - https://prd-wret.s3-us-west-

2.amazonaws.com/assets/palladium/production/s3fspublic/styles/full_width/public/thu
mbnails/image/binder_lake_iowa_7_l.jpg?itok=vrh09OU1

COMMUNITY CONSERVATION
 Community Conservation graphic: www.rvah2o.org/storm-water/
VCAP
 Meadow: https://bloximages.chicago2.vip.townnews.com/fredericksburg. 

com/content/tncms/assets/v3/editorial/f/3b/f3bb3546-fe02-5be6-
bc21d2a52e27615/5463b92043319.image.jpg

 Residential conservation landscaping: Shirley Street Land Design, Prince William
 Dry well: Ryan Benyi, https://www.thisoldhouse.com/how-to/how-to-install-dry-well

VCAP, continued
 Cistern: Bryan Hofmann, Friends of the Rappahannock
 Step-pools: https://mygreenmontgomery.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/Dennis-

Avenue-step-pools.jpg
 Check dams: A grass swale with check dams. Photo courtesy Stormwater Maintenance 

and Consulting, LLC. http://chesapeakestormwater.net/wpcontent/uploads/2014/
07/swale_checkdam.jpg

 Green roof: 
https://bloximages.chicago2.vip.townnews.com/fredericksburg.com/content/tncms
/assets/v3/editorial/6/c0/6c03a030-1d0a-559d-8f57-
54395d050a12/551dba37efb3a.image.jpg

 Living shoreline: © Tracy Skrabal, https://www.southernenvironment.org/uploads 
/cases/_1140x550/living-shorelines-casepage.jpg

CONSERVATION EDUCATION
 Dig It!: Smithsonian & National Association of Conservation Districts
 Conservation Habits - Healthy Habits: National Association of Conservation Districts
 Virginia Soils poster: USDA-NRCS
 Chesapeake: Exploring the Water Trail of Captain John Smith: John Page Williams
 WOW! The Wonders of the Wetlands: Environmental Concern, Inc.
 EnviroScape interactive watershed model: EnviroScape, Inc.
 Project WET curriculum: Project WET Foundation

COMMUNITY OUTREACH
 “Plant Central Rapp Natives” campaign logo: Virginia Witmer, DEQ
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